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Spain and European Union
What is the history of the country’s relationship to the EU? Why/when did it join?
Even though Spain is not among the countries that signed the treaty that created the EU, or European Community as it was known before. However, since it joined the organization in 1986, Spain’s involvement in the affairs of the union has increased. Based on the figures published by the European Commission, Spain has fully complied with the organization’s objectives laid out by the European Council (Guide to Business in Spain, 2020). Spain has been with the EU in all its steps to advance and expand the political and social connections among the member citizens. Throughout this process, Spain has been an integral part and has always stood out as one of the member states that implement the union’s liberalization measures (Guide to Business in Spain, 2020).
[bookmark: _GoBack]This close ties and connection with Spain may be influenced by the benefits it has received from the partnership or membership with the EU. For example, scholars argued that Spain’s economy has grown from its membership with the EU. EU raised the living standards in Spain and even benefited from the political processes spearheaded by the EU (Hernendez & Torreblanca, 2019). The reason why Spain joined the EU is not certain, but one can easily depict it from its interactions and relations with the organization. Based on the previous interactions with the EU, it would be said that Spain joined the EU, like many other countries in Western Europe to enhance its economic growth and expand its economy. Over the years, Spain’s actions towards the EU have been characterized by one word, obedience. The prolonged stories of economic and political successes in Spain are directly associated with its membership with the EU (Molina & Toygur, 2012).
Is your country a big state/small state, poor state/rich state, old member/new member?
Spain can neither be said to be poor nor rich due to the fluctuations in its economic growth in the last three decades. The name “Spain” has been associated with different stories over the last three decades, from the authoritarian political system to economic success and to high public deficits as well as huge borrowings (Molina & Toygur, 2012). Spain has transformed through different phases, but its relationship with the EU has influenced the better part of its achievement, whether political or economic. According to Molina and Toygur (2012), Spain was once one of the largest economies in Western Europe that exceeded even Germany between the 1990s and 2000s. However, the financial crisis of 2008 may have hit Spain hard that most of its successes started to fall and deteriorate. Currently, Spain is not as fully economically viable as it was before in the early 2000s. For the last decade, Spain’s economic and political situation has received headlines across Europe and even worldwide, especially in regards to the negative events taking place in the country including the troubled financial sector, huge borrowings costs for the government and private institutions and recording the highest unemployment rates among the EU member states (Molina & Toygur, 2012). Spain is no longer the rich country that it was in the 1990s.
In terms of geographical size, Spain is the second-largest country in Western Europe after France with approximately 505,944 Square kilometers area (European Union, 2020). In terms of population, Spain has a population of about 47 million people, just closely following Germany (largest population) and France (second largest population) in Western Europe (European Union, 2020). In terms of its membership at the EU, it is among the older members who have stayed for long in the organization.    
What is the general position on the question of “deepening” and “widening?”
Deepening and widening are two schools of thought that explain how the European Union should develop and progress. Over the years, the EU has progressively evolved and transformed into what is described in the Treaty on the European Union’s Article 1 on making the union closer among the people of Europe (Patel, 2019). However, the notion of deepening and widening has been received differently by the member states, including Spain that has supported the expansion through widening.
Spain, unlike the other countries like France and Germany that have opposed the concept of widening and deepening of EU, has been one of the key proponents of the organization to expand. According to Patel (2019), widening and deepening are important concepts that involve understanding the public perceptions on any support for European integration. Spain and Portugal have supported the reconstruction and development of the EU through widening and deepening. Over the decades, Spain has always aligned with the Southern European countries like Portugal and Greece on issues that affect the region and their representation in the EU. The Southern countries have been interested in certain things in relation to widening and deepening, including deeper integration in case there is a conflict between widening and deepening, internal strengthening of the EU, southward expansion of the EU, and development and cooperation with the southern states (Bernatowicz, 1998). Spain has been a proponent of policies that seek to promote development in the Southern region or expand the EU’s influence in the region. Even though France and Germany have appeared to have a greater influence on the EU’s policymaking and decisions, Spain and other countries with low smaller economic capacity have always depended on the EU to ensure that their economy survives.
How does the country vote on key issues? Does it align with other groups of countries?
Spain has always been siding with the countries that support the EU’s policies. This may be attributed to many factors. Some scholars argued that Spain’s commitment to the EU is associated with its economic and political stance and the potential benefits it seeks to gain from this membership (Palau, 2019). To some extent, this could be true after the previous decade that has seen Spain’s economy deteriorate and decline from once a thriving nation in the South to one that is now tumbling and struggling. As Palau (2019) further explains, the voting process for affairs in the EU parliament is always driven by government political parties. When voting, Spain aligns with the countries that support the EU’s affairs and proposals. In most of the previous elections, Spain has aligned with Poland to support the EU’s initiatives. This means that political party differences within the state can also emerge in the EU’s politics. However, Spain has been a different country because since it does not have political tensions at the domestic levels, it serves the EU well at the EU parliament. The Spanish government pays more attention to EU affairs, especially to benefit from the economic packages that the EU supports (Palau, 2019). The credit-claiming strategies, which are the reason why many EU member states stick with the union, are likely to go to these countries when EU events and affairs are promoted and supported. However, these strategies can also fail to be realized if there are critical junctures and when the EU cannot work or perform as a government (Palau, 2019). This means that proponents of EU affairs must fully commit to the course as Spain and other Southern states have always committed in the last years since they joined the union. Even states or parliamentary representatives who oppose the EU’s policies and issues depend on the organization to retain their visibility in the organization.
How do EU interests fit in with the country’s overall foreign policy perspective?
The shift in the global policing and economy has influenced Spain’s foreign policymaking in many ways. Since it joined the EU, Spain has held several meetings and bilateral negotiations in line with the EU’s interests. These meetings have been headed by the head of state or government, which shows how the relationship between Spain and the European Union is critical and important. Over the years, Spain has made several signs of progress in creating a consensus with the EU on various development agendas including the monetary policies to allow Spain to recover from the economic hit that saw its once shining economy shut down in 2008. Spanish leaders, over the last years, have shown their interest in collaborating with the EU on foreign policy. Irrespective of the political differences of the Spanish leaders with some EU policies, the country has demonstrated that its main priority with the EU should be foreign policy. Spain and the EU have formed different agreements and its relationship with the organization has shown its satisfaction and commitment to continue being the 12th member of the EU (Mestres, 2019). Since the enlargement of the EU to the Southern part, Spain has remained a neutral member of the union.
Is your country pro-or anti-American on foreign policy issues?
Spain’s relationship with the United States is not only tight but also friendly. Unlike the other EU member states that seek dominion over the union like France and Germany, Spain has remained a key partner with the United States in terms of global trade and economic development. With the several visits by the Spanish Majesty the King to the United States especially during the reign of Barack Obama, it is clear that the relations between the two nations are good and inherently beneficial economically. From an economic perspective, Spain and the United States share trade relations with the trade exchange between the two nations between January and August in 2014 estimated to have a coverage rate of 98% (La Moncloa, 2021). In terms of foreign policy, Spain and United States share various ideas including their awareness of the problem of terrorism and the need to work together to end global terrorism. This may be attributed to the fact that these two nations have experienced some severe and serious bloodshed in the past associated with terrorism (La Moncloa, 2021). Over the years, Spain has emerged as one of the main foreign investors in the United States (La Moncloa, 2021). This has advanced the economic benefits and even enhanced the relations between the two nations.
What are the main pros and cons of EU membership?
Being a member of the EU has its share of benefits and disadvantages. Some of the advantages to Spain associated with its membership include economic development privileges and opportunities that the country has accumulated due to free trade and zero-rated tariff trade relations with the other EU member states. As Molina and Toygur (2012) explain, there was a time that Spain’s economy was booming more than most of the EU member states. However, the financial crisis of 2008 may have a serious turn on Spain. Spain’s relationship with the EU is one of the key factors that helped the country come back to its feet after a series of economic challenges. Spain has enjoyed various monetary benefits and cheap loans despite its financial challenges from the EU and its member states.
Also, Spain has been, for long, characterized by dictatorship and no one could imagine that it would one day achieve or realize democracy. Currently, Spain is enjoying a democratic transition from the former authoritarian regime. This, according to Molina and Toygur (2012) has been facilitated by its consolidation into the EU. Today, Spain is enjoying the democratization process and its economy is slowly improving though it is still faced with challenges.
The cons, on the other hand, include a reduction in the country’s powers and sovereignty. Even though each country makes its laws and policies for internal or domestic use, laws passed by the EU parliament or European Committee are imposed on the member states, which may limit Spain’s power and responsibility. Secondly, leaving the union is a long process even if it is possible. In the last recent years, Brexit (Britain leaving the European Union) has demonstrated what it means to be a member of the EU. The withdrawal process is difficult and takes time. Once a country joins the EU, it cannot just stand and say that it wants to leave. There are longstanding processes that the country must take to leave the organization.
What is the country’s position on the future of the EU, further integration, the euro currency, etc
Spain’s position on the future of the EU, as always in the past, is its expansion and enlargement, especially into the Southern Europe region to help improve the economic security of the nations in this region. Even though this may be seen as a calculated political move, but it is a good option for the country because being a member of the EU does not stop the member states from advocating for their special interests. Spain is one of the agricultural states in the South and this has been one of the reasons why it aligns with the countries that rely on such economic activities or sources such as France and the United States. As Mestres (2019) Spain has favored countries like France in the EU in terms of policy priorities.
In the future, Spain is set to line with countries like France and Germany due to their shared common interests. These interests do not only include the agricultural economy, but they also involve Eurozone governance and the immigration and asylum policies (Mestres, 2019). These are issues that have raised debate and created division among EU countries in the last decade. Countries like France and Germany have supported the transformation of Eurozone governance and also pushed for more acceptance of refugees. Spain has also shown its interest in aligning with the countries with the same shared ideas and opinions.
Focus on the above issues as expressed by current/recent leaders and/or parties 
Spain’s relations with the EU have enhanced with the current leaders. Unlike the previous leaders who felt that they needed to take precautions when it comes to EU involvement and commitment. This has also influenced the country’s relations and alignment with the other member states. According to Mestres (2019), Spain has disagreed and agreed with some countries that do not share its values and beliefs and those who have common interests like its own respectively. Over the last years, Spain’s relations with Italy have diminished due to its disagreement with Italy’s stance on Eurosceptic and what analysts have described as “enfant terrible” behavior. This, according to Mestres (2019) has made Spain grow reluctant towards cooperating with Italy. The arrival of new Spanish leaders in the Spanish government and in the EU over the last years has shown high expectations on its commitment to the success of the future state of the EU. The new prime minister of Spain has highlighted his optimism towards the EU’s future direction offered by some key players like France, including emphasizing Emmanuel Macron’s opinion on the transformation of the current EU to a “Europe that protects” which asserts Spain’s Europeanism (Mestres, 2019). Despite the political turbulence at home, Spain has remained committed and its leaders have reaffirmed their commitment to the initiatives of the EU.
What have been the results of recent EU parliamentary elections?
In the 2019 EU parliamentary elections, Spain took part to elect the 54 representatives to fill the seats allocated to the country by the EU. The result from this election was as follows; PSOEPSC party garnered about 33.18%, PP garnered 20.35%, and C’s got 12.30% and others followed from there (European Parliament, 2019). From the 54 seats awarded to Spain for the constitutive session comprised of 20 seats for the group of the progressive alliance of socialists and democrats in the European parliament, 12 seats taken by a group of European People’s Party (Christian democrats), and 8 seats for the Renew Europe group (European Parliament, 2019). Other groups like the Confederal group of the European United Left-Nordic Green Left garnered 6 seats and Non-attached members and European Conservatives and Reformist groups garnered 3 seats each (European Parliament, 2019). This election is a representation of the changes that have taken place in Spain since it joined the EU. The majority party seats, S&D and EPP, are among the parties that show beneficial gains that Spain has attained from its relations with the EU in the last decades. This includes democratization, which is represented by these two parties. Currently, Spain has 54 seats at the EU, but with the Brexit, the country is set to gain five more seats from the vacant seats that Britain will leave.  
How strong is a sense of national identity vs. European identity?
Among the 28 EU member states, Spain is among the countries that enjoy the sense of Europeanisation and Europeanism. Even though some countries like Britain have sought to leave the EU, Spain is among the countries that are not set to leave soon. As Mestres (2019) further explains, many Spaniards feel comfortable being part of the EU than those who think that they should leave the union. This explains why Spain has committed and aligned with the countries in the EU that have shown their commitment to further the union’s agenda. Spain is, therefore, less interested in working with countries that do not share the same values about the EU or junior countries with less power to influence issues and policies in the EU like Poland. Spain has shown support to align and work together with the countries with many representatives in the EU like Germany and France. This will provide it with the opportunity to not only advance its interests in the organization but also share its domestic concerns with the union. Following the numerous challenges that Spain is going through, ranging from a failing banking system to a poorly performing economy, Spain needs to strategize its position at the EU to ensure that it continues to get the current benefits and more even as the EU reformists such as France calls for reforms in the organization.
Does the country have significant ethnic/national/religious minorities? Is there a conflict?
Spain, like many European nations, is an ethnically diverse society. Spain is split into different autonomous communities including Catalonia, Galicia, and Basque. These are historic communities that have characterized the population of Spain. However, the conflict has emerged in the last decades over segregation and marginalization of the minority communities. Today, more than ever, Spain is experiencing a strong ethnopolitical polarization between Catalonia (the pluralists) and Spain. In the last decades, the strong anti-Catalan action by the Spanish People’s Party (PP) is a clear demonstration that ethnopolitical polarization is real and would certainly have a severe impact on the country’s political state and peace. PP has been an essentialist right-wing party ruling with the majority since 2015. In the legislature initiated in 2016, PP still enjoys the majority share of representation (Viladot, 2017). While this may appear as a good thing for many members of the Catalonia group, it has been taken as bad precedence as it sets a negative ethnopolitical notion and also provokes a surge of one ethnic group in the national politics. Spain, the essentialists, has had a strong sense of self-governance. With the two sides of the political divide pulling towards different directions, the outcome (even if it has not yet been realized) is potentially bad for Spain. Countries that have witnessed political polarization have experienced political disasters that some have not yet come out from.
What do polls say about the status of religion & religious values?
A poll conducted by Pew Research Center on religion in Western Europe shows that majority of the population identifies with Christianity. However, the majority of those who claim to be Christians are non-practicing (Pew Research Center, 2018). By country, Spain’s 21% of the population who claim to be Christians are church attendees, while 44% are non-practicing. Another 30% are religiously non-affiliated while 4% of the population belongs to the other religions apart from Christianity (Pew Research Center, 2018). Even though the number of non-practicing outnumber those who practice their religion in Spain, the state has dominantly remained a catholic state. Catholicism is widely practiced as 66% of its population identify with Christianity (Pew Research Center, 2018). Those who practice and the non-practicing population but believe that they are Christians share the Christian belief in God and the higher power. Research has also shown that Christian identity in Western Europe is associated with higher levels of negative perceptions towards religious minorities like Muslims and immigrants (Pew Research Center, 2018). This means that self-identified Christians, whether they practice or not, are more likely to express negative attitudes and views on immigrants and other religious minorities such as Jews and Muslims in the country (Pew Research Center, 2018).
Include basic economic indicators, economic strengths, and exports
Spain’s economy has suffered the greatest hit during the economic crisis in 2008. Despite that it has tried to recover from the hit, the growth has been slowed down by the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020. In the past five years, Spain’s economic indicators show a significant improvement in economic growth and development. For example, the GDP per capita increased from 23,219 billion Euros in 2015 to 26,692 billion Euros in 2019 (Focus Economics, 2020). The country’s GDP also improved from 1,078 billion Euros in 2015 to 1,245 billion Euros in 2019 (Focus Economics, 2020).
Despite that is one of the countries in Southern Europe with the greatest unemployment records, Spain has tried in the last five years to reduce this figure significantly. As statistics show, the unemployment rate in Spain has reduced, informed by improvement and growth in the different sectors of the economy. The unemployment rate in 2015 stood at 22.1%, in 2016 it was 19.6%, in 2018 it was 15.3% and in 2019 it was 14.1% (Focus Economics, 2020). The figures have been going down in the last five years indicating progressive development in the country’s economy.
However, other economic indicators show that the country’s economy is doing badly. For example, the export variation has been decreasing significantly in the last five years. The statistics show that the export annual variation percentage in 2015 was 4.3%, 5.4% in 2016, 2.2% in 2018, and 2.6% in 2019 (Focus Economics, 2020). Also, Spain’s public debt is severely high compared to its GDP income. For example, over the last five years, the country’s public debt has remained above 95% of its GDP, from 99.3% in 2015 to 95.5% in 2019 (Focus Economics, 2020). All these indicators show that Spain’s economy is improving, but with a lot of challenges.
What is the position of your country on the issue of refugees/immigration?
Spain has been one of the greatest supporters of immigration and granting refugees access to their country for the last decades. Despite the challenges it experiences economically and politically, Spain has continued to commit to supporting refugees coming from countries with serious political instability problems. Spain has aligned with countries in the EU that share its common goals like France, Germany, and Greece.
Its commitment to the course of protecting and providing a sanctuary for immigrants is demonstrated by its Law Regulating the Right of Asylum and Subsidiary Protection (LRASP). Spain passed this legislation and it contains three main components that aim to protect and support immigrants and refugees. The three components are conventional asylum for refugees, subsidiary protection, and exceptional protection for humanitarian reasons (Library of Congress, 2020). Refugee issues in Spain are handled by the Ministry of Interior where they are examined and the decision to grant them asylum in Spain is given within six months or three months, depending on the circumstances. Spain also works with international partners to provide refugees and those who have attained asylum in the country to provide them with international protection and resettlement. However, Spain also has social integration policies on employment, education, health, and welfare for the refugees.  
How has Covid-19 impacted your country? What approach has your country adopted?
Spain is one of the countries in Europe that has been hit worse by the COvid-19 pandemic. Between March and April 2020 Spain had reported more than 400,000 infected people with more than 28,000 deaths (Oliver et al., 2020). The government, in response, took some serious containment measures to help control the spread and the impact of this pandemic, including confinement and lockdowns of the population. This also had a serious impact, not only on the economy but on the welfare state of the population. Even though people were willing to comply with the confinement measures, they expressed lacking the necessary resources to help them with the compliance (Oliver et al., 2020). Lockdowns and confinement mean that one cannot get out going to work and with an economy that was already tumbling; the pandemic may have increased a situation that was already bad. In response to the pandemic, the government has tried to improve its health facilities by providing more protective equipment as well as establishing more isolation units to accommodate the high number of infected persons. In terms of economic recovery, Spain is in support of the EU’s proposal of a 500 billion Euros recovery package to help them deal with the pandemic. 
What makes your case unique or interesting? Why did you pick it?
Spain is unique for this study because of its economic situation but also due to its involvement with the European Union. Spain’s stance at the EU is characterized by close contact and relationship because of its economic situation. The history of Spain can tell more about its relationship with the EU and even other developed nations like the United States. With a struggling economy and huge public debt that is above 90% of its GDP, Spain needs the network with these countries to come out of the economic problems it is experiencing. COvid-19 may have worsened the already bad situation and its relationship with the EU may present it with the opportunity to recover.
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